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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

DIVISION OF HAZARDOUS SITE MITIGATION l?M( S 
CN413,Trenton,NJ. 08625-0413 3 ; J.'; 

(609) 984-2902 
Fax # (609) 633-2360 

Anthony J. Farro 
Director May 2 \ ,  1991 
Richard Salkie, Associate Director for 
Removal and Emergency Preparedness Programs 
U.S.E.P.A. Region II 
Woodbridge Ave. 
Edison, N.J. 08837 

Re: Ventron/Velsicol Superfund Site 
(a.k.a. Berry's Creek) 

Dear Mr. Salkie: 
In December 199/ we completed installation of 12 monitor wells 
at the subject site. Continuous split-spoon soil samples (as 
field conditions permitted) were collected in conjuction with 
the well installations. The validated soil sample results are 
included in Attachment 1. Of particular note is the 1820 PPM 
mercury hit in the 0.5 'to 2.5' sample at MW^IO. This well 
location is near the loading dock area of the RoSenblum 
Warehouse, a supplier of food to the restaurant industry. 
In February 1991, we proceeded to collect (l) samples around the 
warehouse to assess the potential for worker/customer exposure 
to contaminated soil/sediment and puddled water, (2) ground 
water samples from the 12 wells, and (3) soil samples under a 
compost/woodchip pile at the Wood-Ridge POTW allegedly being 
distributed in public accessible areas of the community. The 
results of these sampling events were received 4/22/91 and are 
currently undergoing QA/QC validation. We will make the results 
of these sampling activities available after the data is validated. 
Below is a chronology of your office's and ATSDR's involvement to date at this site: 
- On 6/28/90, NJDEP conducted a joint site visit at the subject 
site with Nick Magriples of your Removal Action Branch and his 
accompanying field personnel, with the aid of two (2) mercury 
vapor analyzers, a preliminary site assessment of potential air 
vapor contamination inside and around the 2 warehouses on the 
site was performed. The results of this preliminary air 
contaminant assessment indicated minimal air vapor contamination present. 
- O n  8 / 9 / 9 0 ,  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  A T S D R ,  w e  c o n d u c t e d  a  j o i n t  s i t e  
visit with our Department of Health (NJDOH) to familiarize ATSDR 
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with the site. A follow-up letter from NJDOH to ATSDR 
(Attachment 2) was sent on 9/12/90 requesting ATSDR to 
facilitate, prior to initiation of the RI/FS, additional 
environmental investigation to confirm or reject suspected 
environmental and possible resultant human exposure pathways. 
ATSDR was requested to communicate our concerns to the 
appropriate ATSDR Headquarters and USEPA personnel. 
Please inform me of the action, if any, EPA intends to take at 
this site. Keep in mind this site has two (2) viable and 
involved responsible parties. 
Please call Site Manager, Joseph Maher, at 633-0765 if you have 
any questions. Your prompt attention to this request is 
appreciated. 

Attachments: 
Attachment 1 - Soil Sampling Data (from well drilling) w/Map 
Attachment 2 - 9/12/90 Letter From NJDOH To ATSDR 

c: Anthony Farro, Director-DHSM 
Bob Soboleski, Chief-BSM 
Linda Grayson, BPA 
Tom Cozzi, BSM 
Steve MacGregor, BEERA 

Assistant Director 
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Att ACHM t»J T  

J^tote of Jfrfe |tr«| 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

CN360 
FRANCES J DUNSTOH Mix M.P.H. TRENTON. N J. 08625-0360 
STATE COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH September 12, 1990 

Arthur Block; Regional Representative 
ATSDR Region 2 
26 Federal Pla2a 
Room 3137 C ' 
New York, N;Y. 10278 

Re: Berry's Creek (AKA Ventron/Velsicol) 

Art: 

I have had the opportunity to confer with the appropriate NJDEP personnel 
(Mr. Joseph Maher; Site Manager, and Mr. Steve MacGregor, Technical Coordinator) 
concerning the nature of existing environmental data, and the current and proposed 
strategies of remedial activity at the Berry's Creek site. 

Briefly the past/existing investigations of the site may be summarized as 
follows: 

*) There is extensive data regarding surface and shallow 
sub'surface soil contamination of the nearby residential 
areas and additional data describing soil quality in the 
Wood-Ridge Public Works Department area. A copy of the data 
summary, provided by NJDEP, is attached. 

*) Air sampling was performed by NJDEP in August 1989. A copy of 
the data summary, provided by NJDEP is attached. 

*) A Study was conducted by Environmental Resources Management 
(ERM)-Southeast for the NJDEP entitled: Task I, Berry's Creek 
Study, Nature Of The Problem. (November, 1985). You will 
receive a copy of this document by mail directly from NJDEP. 

Additionally, Mr, Maher has provided the following general information 
regarding NJDEP activities at the site: 

*) Sediment samples of Berry's Creek have been characterized for 
site-related contaminants. 
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w/o attachments 

Joseph Maher; NJDEP 
Steve MacCregor; NJDEP 
Jonathan Savrin; NJDOH 
Chris Milne; NJDOH 
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No Samples ETLAND Al  
( I I  ACRES 

2-Butanone - .28// 
Benzene - .005 / 14-16' 
Toluene - .004 f 

.16-18' None 

o 
SEWASEU 
(EATM'T 

PLANT 

i 

a 
'i 
!i 

16-18' 

Toluene - .026 
Xylenes -.018 
Ethylbenzene - .003 

Toluene - .02 
Xylenes - .017 
Ethylbenzene - .002 

!\ PLANT'-, I' n l\ 
n L i I t r e n c h } ^ \  

—|j  \ BASIN 

6.5 - 8.5' None 
16.5 - 18.5' None 

IE ijuu 
2.5 - 4.5' None 
10.5 - 12.5' None 
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Upland Boundary 

» 
I 

P r o p e r t y  Una % 
Monitor ing  Wall  
Piazomttar  

a* 
MM 

4 - 6  

00 

12' 

18' 

Bxnxole Acid - .084 
Napthalana - .042 
2-Mathynapthalana - .0X1 
Acanaphthylaaa - .032 

2 Phtnanthraaa - .082 
Aathracaaa - .082 
Dl-n-butylpthalata - 2.2 
Fluoraathaaa - .026 
Butylbantylphthalata - .( 
Chryaaaa - .23 

y Bla(2-athylhauyl)phthalat 
Banxofluoraathaaa - .275 
Baoiopyraa* - .13 

WH-6 

Dl-a-butylphthalata 

Dlathylphchalaca - .036 
Phananthana - .015 
Dl-a-butylphthalata - .320 
Fluoraathaaa - .031 
Pyraaa - .014 
81a(2-athylhaxyl)phthalata - .280 

Bauaolc Acid - .013 
HApthalaaa - .018 
2-Mathylaaphthalaaa - .015 
Dlbaaaofuraa - .003 tit. Dlathylphthalata - .36 

w Phaaaathraaa - .042 

4 Aathracaaa - .009 
Di-*-butylphthalaaa - 2.2 
PBaaraathaaa - .061 
Ppiaaa - .046 
Botylbaacylphthalata - 1.4 
Chryaana - .027 
Bla(2-athylhasyl)phthalata -
Oi-o-octyl phthalata - .013 

MM 
• 2' Banxolc Acid - .11 

2-Mathylaaphthalaaa - .036 
Aeaaaphylaaa - .079 
Acaaaphthaaa - .045 
Dlbaaaofuraa - .037 

... . Pluorana - .1 
fAQ Phaaaathraaa - .81 
_ u Aathracaaa - .17 
TM Pluoranthana - .9 A |L P7r,M " 
|8*n ChryoaaO - .57 

Bia(2-athylha*yl)phthalata IBaarofluoraathaaa - .61 
Banxopyrana - .33 

• 8' Baaxoie Acid - .073 
Dl-n-butylphthalata - 1.0 
Pyraaa - .006 
Bla (2-athylhaay Dphthalata 

1 

Dl-a-butylphthalata - .6 
Bla(2-athylhaay1)phthalata 

Haphthalana - .024 
2-Mathylaaphthalaaa - .049 
Dl-e-butylphthlata - 1.0 
Bla(2-athylhaay1)phthalata WETLAND AREA 

( I I  A C R E S )  

MM 2 

2-Mathylnaphthalana - .08 
Phananthana - .32 
Dl-a-butylphthalata - 1.7 
Pyraaa - .21 
Chryaana - .3 
•la(2-athylhaayl)phthalata - .31 

MT-8 
12-14' Naphthalana - .009 

Dl-n-butylphthalata - .3 
Bla(2-athylhaayl)phthalata - .095 

- 1.4 

16' 

WOLF 
PROPERTv 

Dl-n-butylphthalata 
Bla(2-athylhazyl)phthalata - .29 

Fhaaol - .89 
Dl-n-butylphthalata - .33 
Bla(2-athylhazyl)phthalata -

I2A 
et - .jj ^ ̂ •• 
pbchiliti - .29 ̂  ̂  V| 

f BASIN 
2 - 4  

b «8 

I?  ACRE! ' - '  
HR-10 

.5 - 8.5' Banxolc Acid - .120 
Phaaaathraaa - .15 
Dl-a-butylphthalata - 2.3 
Fluoraathaaa - .023 
Pyraaa - .1 
Baaieaathracana - .26 
Chryaaaa - .33 
Bla(2-athylhaxyDphthalata -

Dl-n-butylphthalata - 1.3 
Bla (2-athylhaxyDphthalata -

.64^| 

Baaaolc Acid - .14 
2-tUthylraphthalana - .088 

' : !«/*i*ta 5.2 
Pluoraathaaa 1.;.. 
Pyraaa - .049 
Butylbaatylphthalata - .073 
Chryaaaa - .049 
| | Bl* (2-a thy lhaxy Dphthalata • 

Haphthalana - 2.4 
2-Mathylaapthalaaa - 11.0 
Dlbaaaofuraa - 2.3 
Pluoraaa - 3.4 

. Phaaaathraaa - 5.5 
I I Dl-a-butylphthalata - 3.3 
! • Pluoraathaaa - .44 

Pyraaa - .26 
Bla(2-a thylhasy1)phthalata 

2.5 - 4.3* 

10.3 - 12.5* £ 
Dl-o-butylphthalata 
Pluoraathaaa - .047 
Bit(2-athylhaay1)phthalata 

Di-o-l-tyl-hthalat. - 1.2 
Bla(2-athylhaayl)phthalata 

- .55 



Upland Boundary 
— — Proper ty  Lint  

®  M o n i t o r i n g  W i l l  
•  P i t i o m t t t r  

PCB 

ioo 200 rr 

MW-5 

4-6' Aroclor 1254 - .55 
game • Chlordane - .09 

/ i,-_ • 1A 

I 
MW-2 

#/ iA " It! Arocl0' 1260 - . If 16-18 Nona 
If „ , 

083 

MW-6 
• • 

10-12' DDT - .034 
alpha-Chlordane - .067 X  \  
gamaa-Chlordane - .061 ^ \ 

16 - 18' None 

o 
SEWAGE il 
lEATM'T 

P L A N T  

W E T L A N D  A R  
( I I  A C R E S )  

MW-7 

Arochlor 1248 -
Arochlor 1242 

WOLF 
PROPERTY 

MW-8 
6-8' None 

. 14 - 16' None 

10 - 12' None 
16 - 18' None 

1  B A S I N  

;i 

6.5 - 8.5' 

(?  ACRES 6-" 

U.S. LIFE l| 
PROPERTY "  

MW-9 

Aroclor 1260 - .36 
None 

None 
16.5 - 18.5' None 

MW-11 
2.5 - 4.5* 
10.5 - 12.5' 

n uuS 
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Uplond Boundary  

•— Proper ty  Lint  
5  Moni tor ing  Wil l  
|  Pitzomet t r  

tAePcuî y 

& 
oo 200 rr 

TIDEGATE 

Ktf-5 
0-2' - 30.7 
4-6' - 287 
6-8* - 78.2 
8-10' - 33 
16-18* - 5.3 

Mtf-6 
0-2' - 395 
2-4' - 37.3 
4-6' - 66.3 
6-8* - 27.9 
8-10' - 1550 
10-12* 
12-14' 

A 14-16' rA 16-18' • 
TM T 
.ANT 

WETLANO AREA 
(I I  ACRES)  

! 
0-2' - 98.3 
6-8' - 217 
10.5-11.25' - 107 

!  1  f t  » \  
l!  TRENCH^ ^ j \  

^<1 
6-8* - 55.6 
8-10* —10.1 
10-12* - 3.6 
12-14* - .72 
14-16* - .50 

- ID 

W-11 
2.5-4.5* - 4.3 i 
6.5-8.5* - 3.1 t 
8.5-10.5* - 1.7 i 
10.5-12.5' - 1.3 i  
12.5-14.5' - 80 

Lll iU 

A t t a c h m e n t  1 



\ 
Upland Boundary 

\ 
— — Propar ty  Lin t  •  
$  Moni tor ing  Wal l  
•  Pitzomet t r  

Orne.fl K(r TAcS 
Oct loro Levee 

Cpp^ * 

100 200 rT 

4-6' 

10 - 12' Arsenic - 23 
16 - IS' None 

MW-4 

16-18' None 
18 - 20' None 

MV-2 

UPLAND AREA 
(22 ACRES) 

WETLAN0 AR 
(II  ACRES) 

None 
None i No Samples 

Chromium - 136 
Copper - 332 
Nickel - 193 
Silver - 30 
Thallium - 10 
Vanadium - 24S 
Zinc - 10600 

Zinc - 379 

iench^ \  
MW-12 

W0LP 
PROPERTY 

W 
KW-8 

6 - 8 ' None 
14 - 16' None 

• 4-6' None 
\ 12A 12 12B°°* 

J SftM 
i BASIN 

-v. \ / 

2-4' 
6 - 8 *  

Copper - 592 
None 

H P  
7i 

I 
MW-10 

6.5 - 8.5' None 
16.5 - 18.5' None 

!\ 


